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You have asked Ambassador Dobrynin to meet with you 
personally on an urgent basis this afternoon due to a serious 
turn of events in Saigon. You have chosen this course so 
that the Ambassador can report immediately your views 
directly to General Secretary Brezhnev and to the Moscow 

leadership. 

Despite our most serious efforts and and good will, Thieu has 
suddenly refused to accept all provisions of the settlement. 

The Hanoi leak proved devastating just as negotiations with Thieu 
were at a critical juncture and appeared to be heading for 
favorable outcome. Without Thieu, in the short term, it is 
impossible to proceed to implement the agreement as outlined. 

It is also impossible for Dr. Kissinger to go to Hanoi until such 
time as additional talks have been held with the DRY leadership 
in Paris or elsewhere. 
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It is now essential that the situation not deteriorate to one of 
public recriminations. Moscow must join' with us in exercising 
maximum influence dn our respective clients so that the dialogue 
can continue in the same spirit which has characterized it thus 
far and brought- us so close to a settlement. 

The U. S. remains determined to pursue every avenue to bring the 
conflict to a conclusion rapidly. A public break can only generate 
pressures here for escalation of the fighting and reduce hopes for 

future progress. 

Above ail, it is essential that the United States and Moscow not 
permit their clients to sour the progress that has been made 
in improving relations between the two major powers which is so 
essential for improved international climate in a period of reduced 
tensions worldwide. The U. S. for its part is determined to do all 
possible to achieve this and urges Moscow to join with us at this 
critical juncture to exercise a tempering and constructive influence 

on the leaders of Hanoi. 
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